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A EST R ACT 

The author discusses how the civil rights moveinent in 
Northern Ireland captured International public attention during thp 
1 968-1 96 y period, through some of the rhetorical t^tforts of its 
leaders. Prior to 1966 the Irish Kepublican Army moveiritsnt faced 
problems or apathy among its tollowers and neglect by governments of 
both Northern Ireland and England, Leaders then decided tha+^ dramatic 
action was required to give the movement more necessary television 
exposure. In 1968, theretore, they embarked on strategies of 
agitation and confrontation^ which a^ tracted the attention of the 
media, especially when the No^jtiit^rn Ireland government overreacted to 
the Situations, with their expanded visibility I*R.A. activists beoan 
to exerciHe some degree of sophistication in their use of the media 
to exploit the governirient reactions and win international 
for their cause* (Author/RN) 
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ThQ dil^mnia facod by ctvil irlghtf; actlvic^irs in Northern Irclatid 
prxor to OcCobur^ was not a prirticularly unusual onG for chosQ con- 

carnad with ehanf^In- the status-quo^ they warG ignored by tha qs tablishmcint: . 
had iimitad resources and virtually no hcccss to regulars parliamentary 
channels do proniot^e thoir objectives. Thus, new strategies and tactics had 
t-u be utilig^ed that would call attention to their grievancas and force dhe 
©S tablishmant to deal with their demands. 

The disQUBsion will first examine the problem of Northern Ireland 
ill terms of tha sources of Catholic-Protestant conflici: and the grievances 
of the Catholic minority; ncxc the nature of early civil right rhatorical 
activity will be briefly explored. This serves pirimariiy as a contrast to 
the media eKploitation strategias which will provide the bulk of tha paper. 

Why, fir^t of all^ the need for civil rights agitation? Here, the 
historical backgrDund is exceedingly complex. It goes substantially beyond 
the conception L-f two coramunities bitterly divided over religion. " The 
religious labels conveniently identify disparate cultures and national 
identities - 

When Northern Ireland was established in I92O5 Catholics, feeling 
bitter and betrayed, deliberately opted out of the system and the entire 
state was erected without their participation. This meant that imbalance 
was built-in fixture. Successive Unionist governments , far from attGiupting 
to ameliorate the problem of a deeply divided community, took steps to 
uxacerbate it. Worae, these behaviors were deliberate. Theirs was a 
paranoid political system built on the conception of the CatholiG minurity 
as a threat to the State and an Owcasional border raid by lUA gunmen 
rcinforcQd this selge mentality. Obviously^ there ware^^and are-^soms real 
Q ^ Srounds for Protestant anxiety at any prospect of incorporation into a 
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united Irelaud--the pervasivo inEluanca qC cUg Ruman Catholic chuirch not: 
lanst atnon^ thai^a, 

BuL activG ProtastanL: contQiupt for Gal:hqlicB ia Noirb horr i Iiraland 
goes beyond many of the roafjons currunLly advancad. Rithcrj I tlilnk, 
Macaulay put it: wgII when he obsorved that Ulstcir Protcstonts exhibited "Tha 
faults which are ordlufirily found In dominant aasCGS and sects. Tha '-oaum'' 
designation is approrviato--^an anxiouLS tiunsc* of supuriority with its origins 
in the early seventeenth contury rrouastant coloniSLotion of Ulatar.. Irish 
Gatjiolics wsra considGrcd infurior bGii\ga then and something of tha saQO 
attltuda romains today. 

But some attitudes change. In the Catholic community, tha early 
1960 marked the cmergGnGG of a larger, bettGr isducated Catholic middla 
Glass* This group was less prepared to acquiesce in the acceptance of 
asLiumed inferiority or discrimination and nior^^i inclined to expraGs tha 
dissatisfaction of tlm minority gQnarally. The main -rifevances incUidodi 
chronically high unamployment in heavily Catholic areas j Job discriniination j 
conipan}^^ rules; disenf ranchiaemGnt in loual eicctions; garrymandering, which 
in many ways, imn a key co many of tha loreaoing gricvancas] and the Spacial 
Powers Act 3 an QKtraQrdinary piece of leatslaUion empowering the government 
to suspand habeus eur[5us^ nrreidt and detain without trial and Dthor hartih 
r^iQasurtis . 

By the mid-1900^B, there wara aevyral gruupf^ attempting to lobby 
for equal rights for the Catliolic ininQrity. Briefly, only two aspects 
concerning: tiiej^e aurly petitignin^ strate';d.aa need concaru ul5 here. 

FirGt, civil ri^ihtB actl^iaus reeogiu./:ed tliQ n^ce^^foity of re:i:OVin:- 
tho spoctre of Irinh iiationali;:m £r-:.ni their activit:ie^i , To h^tlp aciconipltsh 
thiy, they co-Dpted the "Uli^itcr tu BrJtioh'* motto of the Unionists. They 
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could thGn quitci rcasdnably claim that, sIncG all acrrGG Llmt lJla(:tir is 
BriUishg it f ol Iqwb that Britlrfli RubjecUs arG cntitlod to l^uiL'nh ju^iLlcn, 
The oigniflcance of this tactic is that It: turned aalclG contantLoas 
ragarding tho statQ' b right to exlr^t. IndGcd, it tocitly acc^ptad that 
right, demanded performanca In accordsncG with the norma of Great Britain 
and attempted to suggest that thG Catholic minority's quast for aqual rights 
way not a SGCtarian issua. Franchiao reform^ for example, would bmicifit 
inaiiy poor Protestants as wall. This orientation was maintained in latar 
agitations . 

The second aspact of notG reyarding chic initial civil rights 
activity was its obvioua failure. Using traditional rhetorical maan3--such 
aj pamphlets, pa tit ions, spaoches^ deputations to Stormont and WGstminstQr 
(which still had ultimatG constitutional authority over UlstGr) -=thG . civil 
rights groups attoniptsd to obtain action on Catholic grievances. WastTnlnatGr 
hsid no desire to involve itself in KDrthGrn Iralaud affairs and followed a 
"sea no Gvil, hsar no avLV attitude. Stormont siiiiply ignored theLn. As 
Martin Luther King once remarkod, privtlGgod groups ^Gldom give up their 
privileges voluntarily. 

By early 1968, the fruatration of those working for greater minority 
rights was rapidly growing. The uf^elasauasH of arguing^ petitioning and 
ochcr^^ise attcinptin^ to reach unresponHivo goveramants--boLh Wastrniiis tar 
and Storniont--was all to clear. Headed were bolder strateglGs drawing; 
attention to civil rights iasuaa. 

The iuitLal agitation waa priniarily iocal--ir: did nut i^tii: nignifiaau- 
'•-■edia inL:erust qLi{:?^ida of Hortliern Ireland and it focuBad mainly on the 
i^m^ of discrindnatloa in county council houcirig allocation. But it was 
ER^" "1^'-^^^ oignificanL In that It tndicatad lioWj giv-u the approprinta tactics, 
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Lha mGclia could be Gxploltcd. 

A youny C^ichoLic Sl:omoai: M.P., Auuti-Ln Curria, alorL^;^ wil:h yuvcraX 
OLiiars, set out to craadG an incidunU dramai;i.sLn^ houHing disurimLimcion 
in the Dungannon County Tyrone araa. Early in ISSS^ CurrlG arrangad for • 
two Catholic families to each illGgally occupy council houses in the vlllagQ 
of Caledon. One of the squatting faiuilies moved and ths Unionist county 
council allocated the house to an unmarriGd, ninGtean-^year ' ProtcBtaut 
woman who just happened to be a local Unionist official's aecratary. Under 
no conditions couid she have boon ^egaided as a priority tenant. Nevertheless^ 
the young woman took po^isession of her housA. rt^ht next door to the 
remaining family which had been sarved notice to either vacate or ba evicted. 
Currle, amazed at the unbeiievaibla stupidity or arrogance--mont likely bo' 
demonstrated by the Unionist council, slewed the opportunity. Thus^ a few 
days later, the authorities arrived to evict the Catholic family ^v^hOj 
following Currie's cDaching in non-violent:, paf^sive rcsistence, laid down 
and had to be carried out. CamerM&; from Uleiter Television and B,B.C. 
Northern Ireland recorded the scene and viawarG saw one Mrs. Goodfellow^ 
her three children and all of their possaj^Hions deposited on the street in 
front of the unmarried Protestant^s house. It was, Curric related with 
satisfactiwa^ ^'good emotive stuff. ^' 

As a first, relatively modest attempt ac utilizing a mGdla aKploi- 
tation strategy, the Caledon incident h^d woirkcd beautifully, as lung arj 
the tactics were non-violent, it was apparent that the establishment 
eonccivably would doiuona tratu a degree of unsophi^tication in dealing with 
the situation, IhU ^ in turji, creaLed the pa3^::.:LILty of di:amr.tic conflict 
attractive to the media. ThGce were defLnite pos jibillties here. 
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With the fiUcaQf^sfiil GiilGclon agitation hGhincl tharii, UurJrLa and 
several 0 Iiitt cnllaao^^os approarhed the flodfiiifi- NorCharti Ireland Civil 
Rights Association with the idoa of their aponHoring a protcat march botwaan 
the towns of Coalisland and Dungannoti, an area plagued with injusticGS. 

The question ims , how to structure this ngit^tion to obtain the 
groatGat possible madia cnposure? Marches In Northern IrQland were cominon- 
place but thuir purposas war^ traditional and ct immnor atlvQi Catholic marchas 
mrkixig the 1916 Irisa rabellicii, drangGmsn cGlebrating the Protustant 
victory at the Battle of thD Boyno^ etc. Henc^, the proposed irmrch had to 
be clearly apart from the normal seetarian procGssionSj saveral tactics 
helpGd achieve this Giid, 

First, the sponsorship of sha Civil Rights Association providad the 
Important identifying label. The> wanted to be idontified as tiiarcharB for 
civil rightg3 not Catholic Rights, As mUGh as poaaible, sectarian labels 
wei/^ to be avoida: . An evan Tnorc Important tactic, in ternif? of both Its 
aymbollG and practical valua, ri^lated to the tviarch route. The destinatian 
was the Dungannon city center which inaant the marca would pasa through a 
Protestant area--by custom off limits to Catholic processions. Organizers " 
flaw the route as an important symbol iu genturo underscoring the difference 
between their activity and traditional sectarian niarches. 

In terms of mor^ iniaiadiate , practiQal benefits, the proposad route 
alinQst assurnedly would reselt In authorities bannin;^ the proceyt^ion or 
rerouting it. By adamataly rc^fuL^ing to be rGirouted, which uha organizers 
did, they craetgd the potantial for dr^nmtic conflict and the af43ui:ancD of 
luadia attention. 

Organir-Grs were very niueh CQUoerned that their imaise be that of 
ERJC" ^^^^^^^^^^1^5 .non-violonfc demoastraters , If ^/loionco carac, It wa« important 



that it carm from UliQ DthGr sidG, So to tha aurprise of QvoryonQ , naarly 4,000 
participated and Lhi^ dQniouBi:rai;ion procccdacl as Enr as Liicn noIicQ baruicad'i!S 
v/licrD participants ntagad a pQacofuI sit-^tlor^n luaating. As onu ladlcatiau 
that the Aiuerlcan protest luodcil ims not far out of mind^ th^ Mating cIosqcI 
with the singlny o£ *Wg Shall OvnrcomoJ- 

The succGss of thM Dun^^amion march promptGd a group in Londondarryj 
Ulster^ s sucond largast city^ to organise a similar protest there, Froni 
Che outset 5 it ^ati apparent that the outcame of cvants in Dsrry would likely 
ba different. Th- city is a potent sytnbol ia Uli^ter rrotcstant inytholoMy 
and whareas local authoritius were in control in Dungannon, the Ulster 
Minis try of Hotne Affairs took an nctivc interest in the intendfid Darry 
deuionstration. The agitators, i:clng Cho isama umrch route tactic, proposed 
to demonstrate in the city center. The Homo Affairs MiniatQr, one of the 
inost rGactionary members of tha Ulfiter cabinet, bannad the nmrch asisarting 
that civil rights was just another I, II, A, offensive, only in different fonn. 

The demonstration oryanlEcrs , somewhat niore militant than the 
Dungamion group, recognised thia the sterling opportunity to '^aKposc the 
Bham of Ulster damocracy" whil^ deriving full uxpOLur^ for civil ri^dits 
grievances. Thus, they iTiaintained their resolutian to proceed with the ' 
dsmonstration, 

Madish potential was recognizably hxgh . Obviously, a nGv/sworthy 
ovcnt was dcvuluping and D^ctivhitB aultivated contaets among Gympathetic 
moaibers of tha British and Irisli pcoss. The potential visual drama insur^^d 
th- presence of tclovi^iou. ihc or^^anigersj while maintaining, chair re^iol^^o, 
:;f'i:erally avoideu inflaaiuuitory tita^e:' .mts and fltrcarfod the non-viclGnt 
natura of their propo^ied damonrtratian . As the nuirch date ^row nearer, th^^v 
ERJC t-ndad to speak Ic^yi:^ nf fipecific iasuas and to conuaritrate InstGad on the 



■ciiiht of: Britiah subjcnto to peocafiaiy and lawfully af^acmblG l:o proCQat 
J^MuunatrablQ Injim Ui-ies . This was a shrmrd tactic In that British obBervara 
not iafontiGd on ijpacific griovunces ware provldod with a rationalQ goneirai 
Csflougli to identify with. 

The details of tha October 5, 1968 demonstracion in Derify noed not 
concern us, The general axpoc tatlon that a tense, unsophlauicated estab- 
lishment would over-react was confirmed. Agnin, tha all-^important television 
eameira documented the indiscriminate police violence , blQedins dsmonstrators 
imd rampaging waCor cannons. Boan thesQ images were on the world's TV 
screens. 

Mora than anything else, the events in Derry acconiplishad the 
initial purpose of bringing civil rights grievances' to broad, general 
attention. In the process, a civil rights movement was formed and energized, 
Harold Wilson's government was deeply embarrassed by the attention drawn co 
this small, baci ird cornQr of Groat Britain with its outdated philosophiea 
and repressive laws. For the first time In noarly a ganaratlon. Northern 
Ireland was thrust prominently back into British politics. 

The events subsequant to this--the farm, direction and demise of tha 
moveniant, the rebirth of the I.R.A. and pregent violence, are beyond the 
scope o£ this paper. Howaver, SDveral closlns observations regarding this 
csHC study seem appropriate. In many instances, you no doubt noted the 
stratagles and tactics discussed here were not particularly unfamiliar. 
I find this reassuring for It suggests the possibility of more precise 
theory construction rsgarding the rhetorical development and susCenancc of 
social movements--thaoriQs appllcablo across cultural boundarieg: For 
exiimple, tny case appears to have some obvious comparisons to the agifcation- 
EK|Ccotttrol paradigmn sugge.?ted by Bowers and Ochs. Obviously, close study of 



iTiaTiy divGirsQ agi UatiDn-movamBnt: ^1 tiirLUlons will bci raquLri^^d for ua to 
reach thaorsclcal yophlsLlcatloti, Bui: tliero Lb no doLibt this 1b tha task 
bnfara us ip wo hopOj uiiiimauDLy^ t:o briri:^ lii^hi: to Mithciw Arnold-^ jDlaIn, 
a plain ^^Uwapt with jonfused alarnLS of: stru^irLa and f Iiylil: ^ /wharc ignorant 
armies clash by miglitj' 
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